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for drafts, which they have drawn upon us Current rupees   ...     7,00,000
And we have remitted to them           ...             ...             ...     1,23,000

Making in all current rupees       ...     8,53,000

26.    These supplies, the arrears due to your army, the advances to
the Board of Trade for your investment and the number of drafts from
Fort St. George, which yet remain undischarged although incurred during
the war, will we fear be greater than our resources can answer, notwith-
standing  the  extensive  savings  in  your  establishment  which  we had
effected previous to the receipt of those ordered by your Honourable
Court in your letter of the nth April.

27.    With regard to  the Company's  bond debt we beg leave  to
observe, in reply to paragraphs Both, 8ist and 8snd of the General Letter
of the nth April, that a proposition had previously been suggested by the
Governor General, approved by the Board and recommended to your
consideration and adoption from the Secret Department under date the

April.

a 8. It is proper we should here inform you that all the supplies
which this Government can possibly afford for the relief of Bombay are
granted to that Presidency, but the application of them is left to their
Government. We believe the system at that Presidency has been, from
their necessities, to grant new bonds annually including the interest of
the year to the bond holders. The transfer of a debt accumulated in that
manner to this Presidency would, we are persuaded, prejudice the Com-
pany's credit in these provinces without affording any essential relief to
the bond holders of Bombay. We understand that the most pressing
demands of the Bombay Presidency, at present, are for the liquidation of
their military arrears, a subject which requires and which will have the
first attention of this Government.
29. From some circumstances lately agitated in this country we
think it necessary to recommend it to you to apply to Parliament for a
security against any prosecutions which may be commenced against the
Company, in the courts of law here, by their bond creditors or billj
holders. For though we place every confidence in the good disposition
and wisdom of the present judges of the Supreme Court of Justice, and
though we possess the means of proceeding with just severity against any
individual who might attempt to prosecute the Company for debts which
could not be discharged but in a general and equal proportion, yet upon
the same principles that the Company found it necessary at home to secure
their credit against bills drawn from this country unauthorized by them,
or against demands for the payment of the Company's bonded debts from
India, we earnestly recommend it to you to obtain legal restrictions, to
a certain degree, against a process or decree in the Courts of Justice in
India in favor of bond or bill creditors who might attempt to obtain